Email to Terri 3/17/2012

Thanks for the additional information about Asa and Rilla's two children that died. I think I had something about that stored way back in my memory but it would have been gone had it not been for your memory jog. I did know about the previous marriage to Elijah Bratton and the three boys. Both Mary Jane and Rilla must have been pretty tough women. Do you know how many children each of them had?
Don't recall ever hearing about Aunt Mary's middle name. A story Dad used to tell was that when she was a young girl she was very fleet of foot and could outrun all the boys. And probably along about the time she was preschool or first grade when she had to use the outhouse first thing in the morning she would get out of bed with nothing on and make a run to the outhouse bare naked. She thought she was so fast that no one could see her as she streaked to the outhouse and back.
I think it was mentioned that Dad's middle name came from an uncle or grandfather but I don't recall anything more than that. However, Willoughby makes a great clue for bank account verification etc now that they are getting away from just 'mother's maiden name'.
Dad had a very stylistic way of carving his initials on some of his tools and knives (the ones with the leather handles made of a tightly stacked ring of leather discs). See below.
I remember him telling about the time when he was staying with Asa in Joseph Oregon that he took off one morning to climb the highest mountain he could see from town and when he got to the top that he carved his initials in the rock. I have always planned on climbing that mountain and looking for Dad's initials carved in the summit block but so far I have never felt I had the time to do it when Justine and I have visited Joseph. 
Incidentally, the  old building on Joseph's main street that houses their city information office says that the building was originally a blacksmith shop. With more time in Joseph it wouldn't surprise me if one could dig up an old photograph from city archives that shows Grandpa standing in front of his blacksmith shop. I don't know how long Asa stayed in Joseph but I would be looking in approx. the 1916-1924 time period.
I attached my comments on the census records with a few other misc things I found a couple of years ago. I have no idea if the Asa Duncan from the 1830 Vermillion County census was part of our family tree.
 


Dad was more artistic than me... his carved initials were much more perfectly formed.
Incidentally, Dad was very proud that, although he was left handed, he could write cursively with his hand holding the pencil in a normal way rather than the way so many left handers sort of curl their hand and arm up over the top of what they are writing.
